Applied epidemiology and logic in tuberculosis control.
The epidemiology of tuberculosis is reviewed, with particular reference to the risk of tuberculosis disease after infection with the tubewrcle bacillus. It is concluded that suppressive or sterilizing chemotherapy for infected but otherwise healthy individuals in certain high-risk groups is indicated, whatever the risk of infection and the theoretical risk of reinfection; and that radiological examination of symptomatic persons will defect many potential sources of infection, whereas patients with microscopically positive sputum have infected many of their contacts before diagnosis. Poor nutrition is considered to be of importance in the epidemiology of tuberculosis.